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helped put national politics on the path of civil
rights achievements.

ADA built upon that achievement, demand-
ing action from President Kennedy after dogs
and hoses were used on peaceful marchers in
Brimingham, AL, in 1963. Soon, Rev. Martin
Luther King’s march on Washington captured
the entire Nation’s attention. And, in 1964, the
Civil Rights Act was passed.

ADA’s work has not been limited to civil
rights. Americans for Democratic Action has
long been the champion of what is fair and
what is just.

In 1965, ADA was the first major national
organization to publicly oppose the Vietnam
war. Beholden to no political party, Americans
for Democratic action stood up to President
Johnson and called for an end to the war. Un-
fortunately, it took the Nation more than 8
years and thousands of lives to finally put an
end to the fighting in Southeast Asia.

In 1973, as much of the Nation was still dis-
covering just how serious the Watergate
coverup was, ADA was the first national orga-
nization to call for the impeachment of Presi-
dent Richard Nixon—reaching out to restore
the bonds of trust between the White House
and Main Street America.

These are just a small sampling of the spe-
cific issues that ADA has been a leading force
in. The ADA’s sphere of involvement and ac-
tivism goes even deeper into the everyday
lives of modern America.

Americans for Democratic Action has been
a leading force in areas such as full employ-
ment, women’s rights, and protecting the
rights of workers.

ADA has also reached across the seas,
fighting for justice throughout the world. Hard-
working people have led the fight for arms
control and foreign policy decisions rooted in
international human rights. And ADA was a
leader in opposing apartheid in South Africa.

When debate on these issues first began,
ADA’s positions were initially turned away. But
over time, our Nation’s leaders—be they Dem-
ocrat or Republican—have come to recognize
that Americans for Democratic Action has
been at the forefront of promoting liberty,
equality, and opportunity.

That is why we are gathered here today. I,
for one, wish to applaud Americans for Demo-
cratic Action for its tireless work during the last
half century. ADA is not the flashiest group—
not the first group out there jockeying for politi-
cal headlines or demanding instantaneous
credit.

Instead, ADA is out there fighting for Amer-
ican principles. ADA is promoting the very
basic American ideas of life, liberty, and
equality. And it is reminding those in power
that the Constitution created a national Gov-
ernment to act for the common good.

Those core beliefs are the foundation of this
Nation. And they are the high principles that
Americans for Democratic Action was founded
on and designed to protect.

I congratulate ADA for 50 years of work for
this Nation. I look forward to even more pro-
ductive years as we work toward a century of
distinguished service.
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Mr. FOX of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to pay tribute to an outstanding
leader in my congressional district, Joanne
Mateer Weaver. I make these remarks in con-
junction with the retirement of Joanne from the
Abington Township School District, after 40
years as a teacher, administrator, and prin-
cipal.

Joanne Weaver is known throughout Mont-
gomery County and across the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania for her dedication to
her friends and family, her commitment to the
improvement of her community and the way
she cares for the children in her charge.

She was born on May 21, 1930, the first
child of Kenneth Hall Mateer and Jean
Weakley Mateer. Joanne’s family was full of
teachers and educators. Her grandmother on
her mother’s side was a teacher. Her uncle
was a teacher, coach, and principal. And as a
child, Joanne spent 1 full year in school with
her mother as her teacher and her father as
her principal.

Despite a childhood plagued by extremely
poor vision, Joanne worked hard in school. As
a result, she was consistently a top ranked
student, while also active in varsity sports and
school clubs.

Joanne’s greatest influence throughout her
life was her parents, and in particular, her fa-
ther, the late Kenneth Hall Mateer. Born to a
family of working poor steelworkers, Ken
Mateer’s ability to achieve in both sports and
academics brought him statewide acclaim. At
the high school in Coatesville, PA, he earned
as many as five varsity sports letters each
year, and captained the baseball, football, and
basketball teams. In one basketball game,
Mateer scored 54 points—a feat unheard of at
that time. Mateer was also an outstanding
scholar. He went on to earn a bachelor’s de-
gree from Shippensburg State Teachers Col-
lege—Now Shippensburg University—and a
master’s degree from the University of Penn-
sylvania.

Ken Mateer went on to become a teacher
and a high school coach. When Joanne was
a child, Mateer’s football teams won national
recognition. But his heart was that of an edu-
cator. He rose to become a career principal,
and later, a school superintendent. At the
peak of his career, he planned and founded
what is now the Great Valley School District in
the western suburbs of Philadelphia.

Joanne’s mother, the late Jean Weakley
Mateer, was also a central figure in Joanne’s
life. Jean Mateer was a wife, mother, and a
teacher when few women were able to bal-
ance a career and a family. Although a quiet
counterpoint to the more outgoing Ken Mateer,
Jean was a strong and supportive parent to
Joanne. Joanne’s only sibling was a younger
sister, Sarah Jane Mateer, known to the family
as Sally.

Joanne Weaver earned a Pennsylvania
State senate scholarship to the University of
Pennsylvania—an education which her family
could not afford on its own. At Penn, Joanne
studied hard and earned superior grades—all
while working part time to defray her ex-

penses. She also was active in her sorority
and other extracurricular activities. At one
point, Joanne was coeditor of the University of
Pennsylvania yearbook, along with a young
man who is now the senior U.S. Senator from
Pennsylvania, ARLEN SPECTER.

After graduating with a bachelor’s degree in
education, Joanne began her teaching career
in Ridgewood, NJ, a suburb of New York City.
In 1955, she married Robert E. Weaver. Dur-
ing their marriage, Joanne and Robert had
three children: Karen Elizabeth, May 25, 1958;
Mark Robert, January 9, 1961; and Laurie
Ann, May 2, 1964.

In the late 1950’s, Joanne and her family
settled in the Roslyn section of Abington
Township, a northern suburb of Philadelphia.
She began teaching at the Ardsley Elementary
School. By that time, she had earned a mas-
ter’s degree in reading from Temple University
and was teaching mostly reading.

Joanne’s leadership skills were quickly no-
ticed and she gained administrative respon-
sibilities early in her career. In the late 1960’s,
Joanne was promoted to curriculum specialist,
this time at North Hills Elementary School.
She served in this position until the mid-
1970’s, when she was elevated to a district-
wide position, as coordinator of the district’s
Human Development Program—an ombuds-
man-type position which was used to educate
staff, teachers, and students about conflict
resolution, interpersonal communications, and
other related issues.

Around that time, Joanne suffered two per-
sonal tragedies. Her marriage to Robert ended
in divorce and her sister Sally committed sui-
cide. These two events truly tested Joanne’s
character. But like so many other times in her
life, she summoned the inner strength to carry
on. Her resilience was a positive example to
her three young children—as well as the two
daughters Sally left behind. In nearly every
way, Joanne became a surrogate mother to
her two nieces and took it upon herself to
watch out for them as they matured.

Following these difficulties in her personal
life, Joanne faced significant challenges in her
professional life, as coordinator of Abington
School District’s Human Development Pro-
gram. This post—which Joanne helped create
and was the first to hold—came into great im-
portance in the 1970’s. Abington High School
experienced racial strife due to two unrelated
deaths of Abington High School students. The
district’s high school campus was in an uproar
and racial conflict was feared. As coordinator
of the Human Development Program, Joanne
led the district’s response, including conduct-
ing inservice and assembly programs aimed at
quelling the rumors and unrest. Her efforts
were successful, and a crisis was averted.
She was credited by many for helping to solve
the problem.

It was shortly after this incident that Abing-
ton Township officials approached Joanne
about starting a township commission to deal
with potential race, religious, and ethnic strife
in Abington. As a result, Joanne was ap-
pointed by the board of commissioners as the
first—and to this date the only—chairman of
the Abington Township Community Relations
Commission, a position she still holds today.

One of the first crises Joanne dealt with in
her new position was a racially motivated
firebombing in the community. Acting as a me-
diator and working with law enforcement offi-
cials, Joanne helped calm the community
while the offenders were brought to justice.
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Since that incident, Joanne and her com-

mission have intervened, investigators, and
mediated in dozens of racial, religious, and
ethnic incidents, Joanne has been recognized
for her leadership and achievements in this
area by local judges, community groups, Ab-
ington Township, and the commonwealth of
Pennsylvania.

During her tenure as a administrator, Jo-
anne found the time to teach graduate school
under the auspices of Marywood College. Dur-
ing weekends and evenings, Joanne taught
other educators the skills she honed through-
out her career. Somehow, Joanne also found
the time to enroll in further graduate education
herself—this time to earn her elementary and
secondary principal’s certificate.

By 1980, Joanne had finally taken the same
path as her father, she became an elementary
school principal, when she was appointed to
lead the Rydal Elementary School.

Located in a more upscale section of Abing-
ton, Rydal Elementary School presented Jo-
anne with unique challenges. Parents de-
manded excellence in every aspect of the
school and Joanne didn’t disappoint. After 8
years as principal at Rydal Elementary School,
Joanne sought a new challenge. At her own
request, she was transferred to Willow Hill El-
ementary School, located in a working class
section of Abington. Joanne knew that this as-
signment would present completely different
challenges. Joanne found that Willow Hill stu-
dents were every bit as able as those from
Rydal, but needed different motivation. She
worked hard and helped students at her new
school score record high test scores, and she
improved the overall learning environment.

Last year, after 8 years at Willow Hill and 40
years as an educator, Joanne Weaver retired.
Her career spanned four decades and she
personally educated three different genera-
tions—in many cases Joanne taught children
who grew up, got married, and had children
who were also educated by Joanne.

While concentrating on education, athletics,
and citizenship as her father did, Joanne
taught her own children to do the same. De-
spite her busy professional schedule, Joanne
was a warm, loving, and involved parent. Di-
vorced in 1971, she made her role as a single
parent her top priority. And her dedication
shows in the lives and successes of her three
children.

Her eldest, Karen, was an outstanding ath-
lete at Abington High School, playing lacrosse
and field hockey. She was an all-American
field hockey player and a member of the 1980
national squad. She went on to earn bach-
elor’s and master’s degrees in physical edu-
cation. Karen was also one of the first women
in the United States to win an athletic scholar-
ship.

In 1986, the college field hockey team
Karen coached went undefeated and won the
national championship. That same year, USA
Today named her ‘‘Coach of the Year.’’ For
the next 10 years, Karen as was head field
hockey coach at the Ohio State University.
She is currently an NCAA scholarship consult-
ant, helping high school players and coaches
learn more about the college athletic scholar-
ship process.

Joanne’s middle child—and only son—is
Mark. At Abington High School Mark played
lacrosse and soccer. He went on to earn
bachelor’s and master’s degrees in public ad-
ministration from Kutztown University in Penn-

sylvania. For 4 years, Mark served as a com-
munications director with the Republican Cau-
cus of the Pennsylvania House of Representa-
tives. At night, he studied law at the Widener
University School of Law, graduating and be-
coming a member of the bar in 1989. He re-
ceived a White House appointment as Assist-
ant Director of Public Affairs for the U.S. De-
partment of Justice. After that, he became vice
president and general counsel for a Washing-
ton, DC media consulting firm.

In 1995, Mark was appointed as the deputy
attorney general of Ohio, a position he still
holds today. In that job, he helps the attorney
general manage a 1,200 person legal office
which represents the State of Ohio in all legal
matters. Mark and his wife Lori have two chil-
dren—Joanne’s only grandchildren—Jamieson
Lindsay Weaver, January 27, 1995, and Mark
Robert Weaver, Jr., June 18, 1996.

Joanne’s youngest child is Laurie. Another
athlete, Laurie played softball throughout her
time at Abington High School. She continues
to play softball in the Abington area, often
leading her team into the championships. For
several years, Laurie served as operations di-
rector for a successful parking company. In
this role, she helped the company grow from
a basement operation to one with 75 employ-
ees and a $500,000 annual budget. She now
manages a doctor’s office while pursuing a
full-time career as a real estate agent.

Joanne Weaver’s life has been one dedi-
cated to helping others, with little thought for
herself. As a child, she spent summers living
with and helping older relatives while many of
her friends went to summer camp or the sea-
shore. As a college student, she was a tireless
student leader and sorority organizer. As a
teacher, she spent long hours after school tu-
toring students who needed extra attention.

In her community, Joanne has been in-
volved in far too many activities to chronicle.
To name just a few: Antidrug programs—
DARE and We Can Say No; adult education
programs—Parent effectiveness training,
teacher effectiveness training; African-Amer-
ican civic groups; police and community
groups, and many others. Joanne has also
been active in her church, Abington Pres-
byterian Church. For several years, she
served as a ruling elder and she still assists
with the serving of communion.

Joanne now enjoys the beach, traveling, her
three cats, and spending time with her fiancé,
Rudy.

Mr. Speaker, on the occasion of Joanne
Weaver’s retirement, I ask the members of the
U.S. House of Representatives to join me in
congratulating and honoring her service. I
yield back the balance of my time.
f
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Mr. MCINTOSH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
give my report from Indiana. All across Indi-
ana, my wife Ruthie and I have met so many
wonderful, kind, and caring people.

These are people who strive day and night
to make a difference. In my book, these indi-
viduals are Hoosier heros. Heros in every

sense of the word, because of their commit-
ment to others.

Picture if you will, concerned citizens rolling
up their sleeves and taking the responsibility
to make their community a better place to live.

Today, I commend each and everyone in-
volved with the community resources summit,
in Anderson, IN. People like, Rudy Porter,
from Mayor Lawler’s office, Bill Raymore of
the Urban League, Lennon Brown, Bill Wat-
son, and Ollie Dixon have rolled up their
sleeves and got involved. These are special
people.

Over a year ago, citizens who were con-
cerned about the problems in the black com-
munity in Anderson, IN, came together to
identify the concerns that plague their streets,
harm their people, and impact their neighbor-
hoods. These citizens of Anderson identified
86 areas of concern.

At a later summit meeting, those concerns
were consolidated to a little more than 20 ac-
tion areas. Important issues ranging from
crime, violence, race, the environment, care of
the elderly, safety, and education.

Citizens were asked to do more than pay lip
service, but do something to solve the prob-
lems. And I’m proud to say that my staff and
I joined in their effort.

We signed up for care of the elderly, and
we held over 83 senior outreach meetings
across the second district. We held more than
33 senior outreach meetings in Madison
County.

At each meeting we answered questions
and addressed concerns about Medicare and
Social Security. At leadership meetings indi-
viduals signed their names to concern areas.
Then they were asked to come back months
later and deliver a progress report on their ef-
forts.

What transpired, was truly amazing. The re-
sponsibility was taken seriously. Commitments
were made to help others, solve problems,
and clean up the streets from crime, drugs,
and violence. So many special people worked
day and night to help those less fortunate in
Anderson.

So many wonderful people like James Bur-
gess and Dr. William O’Neill, the assistant su-
perintendent of Anderson community schools,
have taken the responsibility to make our
community a better place.

So today let me commend a few of the lead
coordinators; Larry Burns with Concerned Citi-
zens, Bruce Walker, and Rev. Louis Burgess,
Jr., for their valuable time, prayers, strength,
and efforts.

Everyone who participated in the community
resources summit are Hoosier heros. Mr.
Speaker, that concludes my report from Indi-
ana.
f
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Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker,
despite the heated controversy and, at times,
unfortunate rhetoric surrounding the plight of
women and minorities who must strive for ca-
reer advancement, I am pleased to report that
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